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Sports Journalists Have Love/Hate Relationship with Comment Boxes

Nicole Osolin

In this article, Osolin explores the ever-blurring roles of ‘author’ and 

‘reader’ in online spaces thanks, in part, to genres such as comment 

boxes that allow readers the opportunity to give their opinions about 

works published on websites. Looking at one online sports editorial piece 

typed up after an emotional Chicago Bears football game, and interview-

ing the Daily Vidette journalist who took to the keyboard following that 

contest, as an example, she examines how those small comment boxes 

can have big impacts on the initial author.
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Nicole Osolin recently graduated from ISU with her master’s degree in English, specializing in Teaching 

English as a Second Language and Applied Linguistics. She used to work as a journalist and has had 

a few people “yell” at her via comment boxes. Now she just comments on articles written by other 

journalists—but only nice things, of course. And yes, she’s a Packers fan (but you probably already 

guessed that).


